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What is Mechanical Turk?What is Mechanical Turk?

• A Web Service of Amazon

• An Online MarketplaceAn Online Marketplace
– For work that requires human intelligence

I iti• Image recognition

• Speech processing

S bj i l i• Subjective evaluation

• Rendering an opinion

• …

– Time saving, cheap, easy to scale…



How does Mechanical Turk Work?How does Mechanical Turk Work?
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What does Requester Need to Do?What does Requester Need to Do?
G t A A tGet an Amazon Account

Fund the Account

Design a HIT Template

Fund the Account

Design a HIT Template

Test the HIT Template

Publish HITs

Test the HIT Template

Publish HITs

Review ResultsReview Results



Design a HIT TemplateDesign a HIT Template

• 12 common HIT templates available

• We can design our own HITs based on theseWe can design our own HITs based on these 
HIT templates

HIT d i• HIT design steps
– Step 1: set HIT properties

– Step 2: design HIT layout

– Step 3: preview the HIT– Step 3: preview the HIT



Step 1: Set HIT properties



Step 2: Design HIT layout



Step 2: Design HIT layout ‐ HTML



Step 3: HIT preview



Test a HIT TemplateTest a HIT Template

• HIT Test Website available
– To make sure workers can complete your task p y
without any trouble.

– If you design your own HIT template you do needIf you design your own HIT template, you do need 
this.



Publish HITsPublish HITs



Review a Worker ResultReview a Worker Result

• Requester determines to approve or reject a 
result from a worker after reviewing it.g

• A worker won’t get the payment unless 
his/her result is approved by requesterhis/her result is approved by requester.

• A worker’s approval rate determines whether 
he/she could work on a HIT task.
– Requesters can put a limit on workers’ approvalRequesters can put a limit on workers  approval 
rate to avoid careless workers.



SummarySummary

• Good choice for user involvement research

• Efficient
– Hundreds of thousands of workers waiting to serve 
you and make money.you and make money.

– Get results in several hours after publishing your HIT.

• Acceptable results• Acceptable results
– Make your questions very clear

– Put a limit on worker qualification

– Reject results of careless workers



WebsitesWebsites

• Mechanical Turk Website
– http://www.mturk.com/p // /

– http://requester.mturk.com

HIT T t W b it• HIT Test Websites
– http://requestersandbox.mturk.com

– http://workersandbox.mturk.com


